373. LETTER TO PRINCIPAL MEDICAL OFFICER
DURBAN,
June 2, 1906
TO
THE PRINCIPAL MEDICAL OFFICER
NATAL MILITIA
PlETERMARITZBURG
SIR,
The Natal Indian Congress has received from the Government a
communication accepting the offer of an Indian Ambulance Corps,
As a preliminary trial, the Government state that the Corps should
consist of 20 stretcher-bearers. Our Committee has the honour to inform
you that 20 men will be at your disposal at the time and place that you
may be pleased to advise. We take it that you will make the necessary
arrangements for equipment, uniform and transport.
The Government have informed our Committee that the pay of the
Corps will be one shilling and six pence per day per man. When the
offer was made, it was the intention of the community represented by
the Congress to pay the men* Our Committee, therefore, trusts that the
Government will be pleased to allow the Indian community to pay
their men. At the same time, we beg to submit that it is not possible
to raise the Corps on a salary of less than one pound per week, which
sum, we are instructed to say, the Indian community is wiling to pay
as long as the services of the Corps are required*
We beg further to add that most of the men, whilst in every res-
pect willing to work, are untrained, for no fault of their own, for the pur-
pose of an Ambulance Corps.
We hose the honour to remain,
Sir,
Tour obedient servants,
O. H, A. JOHARI
M. C. ANGLIA
JOINT HONORARY SECRETARIES, N.LC.
Indian Opinion, 9-6-1906